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A Treatise on the Constitutional Limitations which. Rest upon the
Legislative Power of the States of the American Union. By
Thomas M. Cooley, LL.D. Seventh edition, with additions by
Victor H. Lane. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 19o3. Sheep,
Pp. 1034.
The new edition of Cooley's Constitutional Limitations will
universally receive a warm welcome. The general merits of the
work are too widely recognized to require comment. The present
editor, Professor Lane of the University of Michigan, has kept the
text of the last edition intact, the changes in this seventh edition
consisting entirely of additions to the notes. The new matter thus
introduced is in general indicated by a single column form of
annotation, and can thus be without difficulty distinguished from
the old. Among the important cases summarized are the "Insular
Cases"; Taylor v. Beckham, io8 Ky. 278, 178 U. S. 548; Maxwell
v. Dow, 176 U. S. 581; etc. Recent cases on what constitutes denial
of the equal protection of the laws, on jurisdiction, and more espe-
cially conflicts of jurisdiction, or the rights of foreign corporations,
and on those of municipal corporations with respect to the regulation
of the streets, are noted. Again, important decisions are introduced
dealing with assessments for public improvements, with inheritance
taxes, and with implied limitations upon the taxing power, and
others indicating what purposes are public in such a sense that money
may be raised therefor by taxation, and what is such commerce
that its regulation rests with congress. The editor notes modem
developments with regard to the pplice power, and with regard to
bribery and to party conventiois and primaries. On the topic of
eminent domain careful treatment is given to the question of com-
pensation upon the exercise of the power, and many citations are
given showing "what will constitute such a new use or additional
servitude as will entitle an owner whose rights are subject to a prior
use or servitude to compensation."
Altogether Professor Lane is to be congratulated upon having
renewed and extended the usefulness of a standard volume.
C. C. R.
Handbook of the Law of Wills. By George E. Gardner, Professor
of Law in the Boston University School of Law. West Pub-
lishing Co., St. Paul, Minn. Sheep, pp. 726.
Another Hombook! The aim of the author seems to have been
to cover the whole subject in the short compass of 621 pages of
text, with the result that parts of the work are little more than a
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digest of the recent decisions on the various points sought to be
elucidated. Roughly speaking, one-third of the text is devoted to
the construction of wills, there being chapters on "Actions for the
Construction of Wills," "Controlling Principles," being little more
than a statement of twelve rules of construction, followed by a
somewhat extended discussion of the admissibility of extrinsic evi-
dence to affect construction, "Description of Subject Matter,"
"Description of Beneficiary"; in these chapters the judicial con-
structions which have been placed on certain of the words com-
monly used in wills are briefly stated. Two chapters o. the inter-
ests passed by the use of certain phrases, in which there is a dis-
cussion of "Remainders," "Conditions," "Testamentary Trusts and
Powers." Beside the usual chapters embracing the history, defini-
tion and classification of wills, testamentary capacity, etc., there
is a chapter entitled "Conflict of Laws," one on the "Probate of
Wills" and one on "Election." Prof. Gardner has accomplished
admirably the true purposes for which hornbooks are intended. It
is a book for handy reference rather than a treatise, and the de-
ci'ions, brought down to date, are compactly classified in such a
way that they can be easily reached. It is not fair to call the book
a mere digest of the latest cases; it is rather a lucid statement of
principles, necessarily compact, with copious notes and references
from which a more thorough investigation of the admirably classified
principles may be made. The book has, however, it seems to us,
attempted to cover too much ground, and by so doing has, to some
extent, failed to give due prominence to the leading principles of
the law of wills. K.T.
The Art of Cross-Examination. By Francis Wellman, of the New
York Bar. The Macmillan Company, New York. 19o3. Cloth
pp. 283.
The author has had a long experience in court practice, and he
seeks to emphasize the importance of skill in cross-examination.
Advocates eminent in the profession thoroughly realize that the
issue of a cause depends far more upon the skill with which the
cross-examination is conducted than upon a speech. Such skill
can be acquired best by specializing. The tendency in this country,
especially in New York City, is to have specially trained trial lawyers
conduct the case in court, as is done in England. The best training
is that of actual experience. Long practice enables one to be "at
home" in the court room, and to understand all the little arts that
mean so much in the final result of the issue. The subject is treated
particularly as to the manner ard the matter of cross-examination.
The discussions are copiously illustrated by practical examples of
cross-examination. The later chapters are devoted entirely to cross-
examinations in some of the great trials of this country and Eng-
land. Altogether the work is instructive, and at the same time
unusually entertaining. J. J. F.
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Fire Insurance as a Valid Contract. By George H. Clement, of
the New York Bar. Baker, Voorhis and Co., 1903. Sheep,
PP- 735.
This is the best book on fire insurance we have ever seen: clear,
where other works are complex and confusing; complete, in a
branch of the law where, from the great diversity of decisions in
different States, completeness is most to be desired; above all,
extremely practical. The claim of the publishers that it is the
most practical, useful and valuable work on the subject is well
founded. The volume begins with the supposed occurrence of a
fire-and prescribes rules of conduct which should be observed in
order to arrive at a proper adjustment of claims. Each clause in
the standard form of policy adopted in the several States is dis-
cussed. This is followed by a concise statement of the construction
given the clause by the courts, and the citation of cases. Waiver
and estoppel, which are often stated in a manner which tends to
confuse, are elaborated on and clearly explained. Statutory pro-
visions of the different States affecting claims of the insured in
case of fire are appended, rendering the book most complete. Its
chief value would appear to be to acquaint those engaged in com-
mercial life with the body of the law of fire insurance in any State
of the union in which they might be interested, and to assist the
legal profession by giving ideas of the practical application of
judicial decisions. In this systematic treatise the validity of the
contract is upheld; in the near future the author intends to deal with
conditions in policies which make the contract void. L. M. R.
